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National President Lonie Martin; PPSEAWA executive colleagues;  
Wellington City Councillor, Peter Gilberd; Members of Parliament, Greg  
O’Connor and Brett Hudson; Rachel Qi, President of the Multicultural  
Council of Wellington; Vanisa Dhiru, President of the National Council of  
Women; Distinguished Guests from the diplomatic community and the  
public sector; Ladies and Gentlemen. Kia Ora and Good Morning. 
As Patron of the Association, it is a matter of delight for me and my  
husband, Anand, to be present today. 
 
The 90 years that this organisation has been operating since starting in  
Hawaii in 1928 has seen the Depression, war-time and all that has  
followed. Now is the time to draw on the past and to build the future. 
We look to those who went before us, whose solidarity and belief in  
friendship and bringing people together has continued to bring purpose  
and enjoyment. In New Zealand, other organisations, like the National  
Council of Women, deserve respect for their lobbying efforts to, for  
instance, honour those who secured the vote for women and the  
successes of individuals. The PPSEAWA organisation derives its essence  
from the connections of women from many backgrounds in many  
countries.  It is this long and continuing effort that calls for admiration. 
At PPSEAWA meetings here in New Zealand there is an enveloping spirit of 
friendship and inclusion of people from different cultures. And it has been  
so in many of the partner countries both large and small. Fellowship has  
been as forthcoming in Samoa as in Pakistan and in the United States as  
in Japan.  Fellowship is certainly a hallmark in New Zealand. 
My challenge to members in the lead up to the centennial celebrations at  
the end of this decade, is to think of the future and how to stay relevant  
and vibrant. The need is for new and young members to join. And we need 
to further embrace modern ways to connect people around the country  
and around our international partners while upholding the ideals we  
acknowledge. 
 
I shall leave the challenge there - and now hand over the speaking podium 
to others - but I do want to end by saying “Good on you Lonie and all of  
your colleagues”. 
 
 
 
Kia Ora. 
 
Susan Satyanand 

 


